Pensnoners Parliament sets
out new election manifesto

wo thousand the sound n soms parts Delegates
delegates from  of the hali the $6s5:0n make their
acrossthe UK proved eatremely suc- views known
gathered at the begin.  cessful and often ex- on the march
ning of June for the posed tho weaknesses :cg:nm of
start of the 17~ Na- of some cf the polit> the
tonal Pensioners’ Par-  ciang’ arguments Ponsioners’
tament in Blackpoal On the second day Pomament
Fot the firgt time there ware giscus: ® Ocorge
ever the R s10n8 with ex- Hendersoa
opening ses- A pert guost
sion took tho speakers on
foomof a the effects of
Question the economic
lime, 4 CIi9is. dtgmly
chaired by n.cate age
the NPC's S equality. Locat
patron, Prof Alan ln!ot mation Notwatks
Walkm {LINKs) and public ser-

‘ nel conssng of
R‘ Wmtenon (the
then'Pensions Minater),
Nigol Waterson
{Shadow Minster fos
0vde: People) Paul
Rowen (Lib Dem pen-
s1ns team) and the
NPC's Joe Horis faced
questions on MPs’ ex.
ponses. the level of the
state pansion the Na.
tional Insurance Fund

vices
Ons of the most im-
poctant £es3IoNs In:
cluded the launch of 3
Pensionors Mandosto
at the next alection (see it
nght) and a discussxon  §
over the questson of
stanaing candigates.
On the finat morning
thero wese campargning ':&
workshops. bafore the :
event was rounded off

surplus_the 25p age by Rodney Bickerstafte
agdition fuel poverty. who gave a8 moving i)
dignity in care. elder ute to the NPC's foun:

der jach Jones and Sit

Michaol Parkinson who
spake about his role as t@‘
a Cate Ambassador

abuse. council tax froo
travel and the tink wath
63atniNgs

Despite prodblems with




uon 8nd Dex'o!op

;fi .ment (OECO) have
" confirmed Brit-
H ain's state pen-

810n as one of the

g

showed that fu.
tute UK pension-
ars can expact o
got fas laas in their

thei countespans

in France. Got-

marny and Spain
Reseatch from

B0 MINis-
Uttt Phi
"Hope has
announced that
‘the'long awared

1. Greon Paperon

care -wil finally be
published in july.
Speaking in'the,

| proposals will

“spell out what we
‘wilt do* to ensure

“{hat people get’
high<quality cate.

and that they have -
s cholce:and control*

ovar that care.’
.Ingiders. faveal

that the Green

Paper is expected

i Vo
z‘" PR ’

td sot out opuons

- to change the

means-tested Sys-
tem of care in
both resigental
homes and an
individual's own
home.

This could in-
clugle thea introduc:

.tion of atax. to be

p3id on retiro-
ment, ot from
death duties. in

‘teturn for fres

care in later e
8ut campaigners

‘#r¢ conceIned the
proposal will fad to
- tackip the real

prablems faced by
oider peaple < the

" ; »akdrb\‘rpfalegh\aé saonschomas = b
uréa fioin Biftain hadths  were unsustain.

ge Organt

lowest replace- able

. ment rate pension . Dot Gibson. NPC
amorgst 17 QECT ‘ganerd) decrétnry
countrres. with $3x) ‘Bothto
pensianses recerv-  day's and Lomor-
ihg a statapans.  roW's pansioners
sion of less than a fata a pension
thitd of tha aver-  syatem that & aow
age wage. com-  ncrsss.”
paiedfothe 90%  “Ratherthan
offered inGrecco  encouraging poo-
the Netherlands  ple to ngk thew
and Lunembourg  savings on pavale

The govern. pansions, the gov-

ment's pensone  emment should
policy continued  be atrengthenung
to unravel further  the slate penswon
when 96% of top  to gvo everyons
companes an- real financial se-
flounced that their curity In retire
final salary pen- ment ’

cato systom

Pat Healy, NPC
vice president
8818 “The propos-
als must end the
posteode lottery In
care charges
across Englang.
improve the qual-
ity of the care pro-
vided and 820p
local authornes
rationing sorvices
because of under-
funding *

After the paper
has bean pubd-
lishéd there will bo
3 16 week consul-
tation period to
the end of Octo-
ber

!

MPs. say
tax fuel

ment and
Rurat Afiaia se-

‘léct committes

have cated on the
government to
makethe annual
winter fuel allow:
ance taxable and
10 withdrow o
from those pen-
sionors paymng a
highor rate of tax
But tha call
comes at the
$ame tme as en-
BIgy COMpPanes
have pockstod a
staggering £1 6bn
profit by fasling to
pass on reduc-
tons in fue! prices
o vulnerable cusg-

!
Y %0e Harrs. NPC
vioe pres:dent
said "Ona in

than 10% of theit
income on fuel
bulls

‘Rather than
cutiing back on
the winter fuel
sliowance the
government
should rawise i W0
£500 for avanyone
and intervene to
stop the energy
cCOMpPanes rom
making huge prol-
its at the exponso
of vulnerable
older consumets




